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Sufficient Grace

“My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness (2
Cor 12:9),” are some of the sweetest and most difficult to apply words
(personally, not abstractly) in all of Scripture. These are words we can cling to
in the darkest night of our soul, yet when we try to figure out what to “do”
with them it gets hard.

Almost by definition (God’s power in our weakness), the “application” of these
verses will be an altered perspective rather than a set of steps. This sanctified
perspective emerges from three concepts.

¢ Redefined Weakness (“Therefore I will boast all the more of my weakness, so that
the Power of Christ may rest upon me”” 2 Cor 12:9b): Paul so lived for God that
anything—including his own weaknesses—that pointed people to the
greatness of God was a reason for celebration. Paul’s life was so not about
himself, that insecurity was an irrelevant concern. Yet neither did he become
a doormat—by being a people-pleaser—because that also would have

defamed God (2 Cor 10).

o Contentment (“For the sake of Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses, insults,
hardships, persecutions, and calamities”2 Cor 12:10a): What an amazing list. It
captures most every dimension of human suffering. Once Paul’s life became
about proclaiming the sufficiency of God’s grace, then every moment of
suffering became an opportunity to proclaim, “God is more satisfying than
this suffering is disheartening.”

¢ Redefined Strength (“For when I am weak, then I am strong.”” 2 Cor 12:10b): In
a world that constantly tried to measure “good enough,” what a liberating
statement! The best part is that Paul did not wait until everyone agreed with
that statement before he lived in its freedom. But by living in the emotional
freedom that Christ’s strength defined him more than his weakness, Paul’s
“boldness” opened many doors to share God’s sufficient grace.

As you face your own forms of suffering, and subsequent insecurities or fears,
walk through this passage asking God to change your perspective rather than
telling you what to “do” next.
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